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PLAYER’S CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

1. REMEMBER THE GOLDEN RULE – This is the most important rule you will ever learn in 

sports!  Always treat your teammates, coaches, opponents and officials in the same manner 

that you would like to be treated.  That means respect, dignity, and total sportsmanship at 

all times. 

 

2. BE A GOOD SPORT – Play fair.  Be a leader.  Set the example.  Rise above poor behaviour.  

Have fun.  The way in which you conduct yourself has a long lasting effect on everybody 

around you.  That’s what practicing good sportsmanship is all about. 

 

3. PRACTICE THE FUNDAMENTALS – Master the soccer basics.  Practice your dribbling, 

shooting, passing, and defending, over and over again. 

 

4. LISTEN TO YOUR COACH – You may think your coach is the best, the worst or somewhere 

in between.  It makes no difference.  If you’re on the team, your job is to listen attentively 

to what your coach is saying.  Coaches volunteer their own time to work with your team.  

Don’t waste that time. 

 

5. LEARN THE RULES – When was the last time you sat down and actually read the rule book?  

It is hard to say you “know” the game if you really don’t know the rules of the game. 

 

6. NEVER QUESTION AN OFFICIAL – Officials do not care who wins and they have no 

favourite players.  All they want is for a fair and safe game to be played.  And that’s no easy 

job.  Make it easier by not talking back to an official. 

 

7. PLAY HARD – Hustle never goes out of style.  Coaches absolutely love players who try a 

little harder.  If playing hard isn’t part of your game – make it part! 

 

8. BE PATIENT WITH YOUR TEAMMATES – Every player on your team has certain 

strengths and weaknesses.  Be patient with your teammates as they improve their games – 

just as they will be patient with you improving your game.  Soccer is a team sport.  Success 

can only come when the entire team works and plays well together. 

 

9. INCLUDE YOUR PARENTS – Your parents only want the best in life for you and they always 

want to see you succeed.  Let them into your soccer world, but remind them that there are 

ups and downs and your goal is to have fun.  It will be good for you to have their support and 

fun for them to see you take responsibility as a member of the team. 

 

10. HAVE FUN – It is a simple concept.  Win or lose, try to enjoy every moment on the field.  If 

playing isn’t fun, then something is wrong. 

 

 

 



Parent’s Code of Conduct 

1. FOLLOW THE GOLDEN RULE – Always treat others (coaches, parents, officials and players) the same 

way that you would want you and your child to be treated.  Set the example by showing respect, dignity, 

and total sportsmanship at all times. 

 

2. ACT YOUR AGE – Youth soccer is for the kids.  If you find yourself becoming too emotionally involved 

in what is happening on the field, take a step back and relax.  Remember, your childhood is over.  Give 

the young players the freedom to enjoy themselves. 

 

3. BE RESPONSIBLE – Get your kids to practice and games on time.  Make sure they have their uniform, 

shin guards, soccer cleats and a water bottle.  Help them eat and drink right before, during and after 

the game.  Let your child’s coach know if your child is not going to be able to be present at a game or 

practice. 

 

4. BE SEEN, NOT HEARD – Nothing is better for a young player than having their parents on hand to 

watch them play.  Nothing is worse for a player than hearing a parent booing, taunting, screaming or 

making comments at, or about, players, coaches, fans or officials (that includes your team as well as 

your opponent).  Offer applause and cheers of encouragement for both teams following a good play or a 

great effort, otherwise keep quiet. 

 

5. IT IS SUPPOSED TO BE FUN – Please help make it that way.  Keep smiling.  Encourage enjoyment and 

participation over results.  If it is not fun, something is wrong. 

 

6. MOTIVATE THROUGH CONFIDENCE – Try and identify a positive from every game or practice to 

help build confidence.  A young player’s sense of achievement is the greatest motivator. 

 

7. DON’T QUESTION AN OFFICIAL’S CALL – You may not agree with a call, but it is not your job (or 

the players’ or coaches’ either) to officiate the game.  Never should an official’s call be argued by 

anyone.  Accept the call and move on. 

 

8. IF YOU MUST TALK WITH THE COACH DO IT AFTER THE GAME – Better yet, wait until the 

next day if you have an issue to discuss about how the coach is running the team.  Let the heat of the 

moment pass.  Never make a scene in front of the team as it is embarrassing for you, your children and 

the coach; chances are nothing will get resolved that way anyhow. 

 

9. PUT WINNING AND LOSING IN PERSPECTIVE – Games have winners and losers.  Keep reminding 

your child about this reality and the need to deal with both outcomes in a sportsmanlike manner.  Young 

players should avoid getting too cocky when they win and too upset when they lose. 

 

10. AVOID THE POST GAME ANALYSIS – Don’t analyze your player’s performance following every game.  

If you do, chances are they will avoid talking to you at all after games, or worse yet, not want you at 

the games at all.  Let your children come to you for advice.  It will have more of an impact than you 

going to them. 

 

11. PARENTS MUST SIT ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE FIELD FROM THE PLAYERS DURING 

ALL GAMES. 

 

12. DON’T LEAVE YOUR CHILDREN UNATTENDED – Brantford City Soccer Club representatives 

(coaches, executives, referees) are not responsible for players that are left unattended at games or 

practices.  Remember a game/practice could get called early!  

 
 



BRANTFORD CITY SOCCER CLUB -  Zero Tolerance Policy 

The Brantford City Soccer Club is a strong supporter of making sports safe for our youth.  Over the past 
few years, verbal abuse directed towards referees has been a particular problem.  Because of this the 
BCSC is taking the following steps to ensure the safety and enjoyment of all involved in the sport of 
soccer in our city. 

Policy 

Any coach, parent, grandparent or guardian judged by the BCSC Disciplinary Committee to be guilty of 
abusive conduct towards a game official during a BCSC Mini or House League game – including playoff 
games, will be reprimanded in writing.  A second conviction, during the same season will result in them 
being banned from attending any BCSC Mini or House League games – including playoff games.  In 
extreme cases, as determined by the Disciplinary Committee, the ban may be evoked after the first 
offence. This policy applies to all non-playing attendees (i.e. fans) at BCSC Mini & House League games – 
including playoff games. 

Policy Procedures 

When a game official feels that they are being abused, as per the scope of this policy, by either a coach 
or fan, the official will be allowed to suspend the playing of the game.  If the abuse is physical, the game 
official is advised to inform the coaches that the game has been abandoned and then proceed with step 
4.1.  The official will then verbally advise both coaches that the game has been stopped due to the abuse 
and inform both coaches as to the source of the abuse.  If the source is one of the coaches, the official 
will advise the coach that the next occurrence of a similar nature will result in an abandonment of the 
game and that a report to the BCSC Disciplinary Committee will be sent in for review.  If the source is a 
fan, the appropriate coach will provide the official with the name of the fan and the coach must advise 
the fan that the next occurrence of a similar nature will result in an abandonment of the game.  Further, 
a report to the BCSC Disciplinary Committee will be sent in for review.  If the fan is not associated with 
either team, both coaches are asked to speak to the fan and ask the individual to leave. Once the 
prescribed action in step 2 has been completed, the game will restart with a dropped ball between the 
two teams at the location where the play was stopped. If the abuse continues, the official will be 
allowed to stop any further playing of the game and advise the coaches that the game has been 
abandoned and that a special incidence report will be forwarded to the BCSC Disciplinary Committee.  
The official must clearly indicate on the game sheet that the game was abandoned due to abuse. 

4.1 The game official must contact either their referee coordinator or a Club Director to verbally 
report the incident within 24 hours. 

4.2 A special incidence report, with the assistance of the referee coordinator or a Director, if 
required, must then be forwarded to the BCSC within 72 hours. 

4.3 The BCSC Disciplinary Committee will then review and deal with the report as per their 
guidelines. 

4.4 If the game was abandoned due to the conduct of a fan not associated with either team, the 
Club Director’s will determine the status of the game. 

If the game continues without any further incident, the game official is advised to inform their referee 
coordinator that the game was temporarily suspended due to abuse towards a game official.  Further, a 
note should be made on the game sheet. 
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Parents, 

There have been some issues in the past regarding leaving your child unattended at the 

soccer fields. Please see the attached policy that is included in the Parent Code of 

Conduct. Please ask your children to read these policies so they understand their 

responsibilities. 

 

As stated in the Parent Code of Conduct; 

 

DON’T LEAVE YOUR CHILDREN UNATTENDED – Brantford City Soccer Club 

representatives (coaches, executives, referees) are not responsible for players that are 

left unattended at games or practices.  Remember a game/practice could get called early! 

 

The coaches are not babysitters, they are volunteering their time and they do not want to 

stay after a practice or game to wait around for parents to pick their kids up.   

 

Some of the players are not behaving during the game and it is not the coach’s 

responsibility to discipline your child.  If they are acting up and disrupting the group they 

are going to be sent over to their parents. 

 

We do not expect these players to be perfect in any way but we do expect that the 

coaches, parents, officials and other players are treated with respect. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns you can contact the office at 519-759-6963. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this code of conduct. 
 

 

The Brantford City Soccer Club 
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BRANTFORD CITY SOCCER CLUB 
ANTI-BULLYING POLICY 

 

 
STATEMENT OF INTENT 

The Brantford City Soccer Club is committed to providing a caring, friendly and safe environment for all of our members so they 
can participate in soccer in a relaxed and secure atmosphere. Bullying of any kind is unacceptable at our club. If bullying does 
occur, all children and parents should be able to openly communicate the situation and know that any and all incidents will be 
dealt with promptly and effectively. We are an open club. This means that anyone who knows bullying is suspected or 
happening is expected to notify the club immediately. 
 

OBJECTIVES OF THIS POLICY 
-Bullying will not be tolerated. 
-All players, coaching staff members and parents of Brantford City Soccer Club should have an understanding of what bullying 
is. 
-All coaching staff members should know what the club policy is on bullying, and follow it when bullying is reported. 
-All players should know what the club policy is on bullying and what they should if bullying occurs or is suspected. 
-As a club we take bullying seriously. Players and parents should be assured that they will be supported when bullying is 
reported. 
 

WHAT IS BULLYING 
Bullying is the use of aggression with the intention of hurting another person. Bullying results in pain and distress to the victim. 
Bullying consists of three basic types of abuse – emotional, verbal and physical bullying can be and does include: 
-Verbal bullying including derogatory comments, lies, false rumors, teasing, ridicule and bad names. 
-Emotional bullying includes being unfriendly, sending hurtful or tormenting messages via social media forms. 
-Bullying through social exclusion of isolation, being ignored and/or left out. 
-Physical bullying includes pushing, kicking, hitting, punching or any other use of violence. 
-Being attacked because of their religion, race, color, gender or sexuality including but not limited to taunts, graffiti, gestures, 
etc. 
-Sexually unwanted physical contact as sexually abusive comments. 
-Misuse of associated technology such as unwanted camera and video usage and social networking exposure.  
 

SIGNS AND INDICATORS 
Players may indicate they are being bullied by signs or behavior. Adults should be aware of these possible signs and investigate 
if: 
-A player says he or she is being bullied 
-Is afraid or unwilling to go to training, practice or games 
-Becomes withdrawn, anxious, or lacking in confidence 
-Feels ill before practices/training sessions 
-Is nervous and/or jumpy when a message is received (eg. Text, social network) 
-Comes home with clothes torn or training equipment damages 
-Asks for money or starts stealing money (to pay the bully) 
-Has unexplained cuts or bruises 
-Is frightened to say what’s wrong 
-Gives improbable excuses for any of the above 
-Cry themselves to sleep or night or has nightmares 
-Becomes aggressive, disruptive or unreasonable 
-Is bullying other children or siblings 
-Stops eating 
-Attempts suicide, runs away or hurts themselves deliberately (self-harm) 
 

PROCEDURES 
1) Immediately report the bullying incidents/behavior to the BCSC Administration Manager 
2) The club will take every concern seriously, investigate the issue and report back to you in a timely manner 
3) In serious cases, parents may be asked to come in to discuss the problem 
4) If necessary and appropriate, the police will be consulted 
5) If bullying is found, it will be stopped immediately by removal of the player(s) who is bullying from the club until as 

suitable process has been met through club policy. 
6) A record will be kept on the incident(s), investigation and any action(s) taken 
7) The Bully will be placed on probationary period with the club of no less than six (6) months 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INFORMATION FOR COACHES AND PARENTS 

BRANTFORD CITY SOCCER CLUB RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CHANGE ANY RULES 

AT ANYTIME FOR THE BETTERMENT OF SOCCER. 

Coaches and or Assistants are to wear 'street clothes' not uniforms related to 

their personal occupations when having games and practices. Ex. Paramedic, 

Police Officer, etc. 

 

Piercings 

-Any jewellery above the neck is not permitted if it dangles or is a hoop. 

-The jewellery must be removed prior to the game in order to be permitted to 

play. 

-Any stud must be taped by the player in order to play. Tape is to be provided by 

the player. 

-There are NO exceptions to this rule (even if it’s a new piercing). 

 

Uniforms 

-All players must wear BCSC full uniform provided at the beginning of the season. 

-This includes: the jersey, shorts, and socks. 

-Please ensure players receive proper sizes at uniform distribution. To achieve this 

do not allow players to pick by jersey number, instead assign sizes that are 

suitable (ones that are too large/small). 

-All players (girls and boys) are not permitted to wear tight yoga type shorts at 

any time during assigned practices or games. They will not be allowed on the field 

unless proper BCSC attire is worn. 

 

Eyeglasses 

-BCSC allows for bendable or plastic frames to be worn. 

-If your child has steel frames then it is at the discretion of the Ontario Soccer 

referees to allow the participant to play or not, BCSC does not exercise any 

control over this policy. 

 

 



OFFSIDE RULE 
 
It is not an offence in itself to be in an offside position.  
 
A player is in an offside position if:  
• the player is nearer to their opponents’ goal line than both the ball and the 
second-last opponent  
 
A player is not in an offside position if:  
• they are in their own half of the field of play or  
• they are level with the second-last opponent or  
• they are level with the last two opponents 
 
A player cannot be offside directly from a throw-in. 
 
*The Referee makes all calls on the field and these calls are FINAL and are not to 

be argued.* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


